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render, if the surrender might be made to the Duke of Burgundy,
during the Lent of 1429. Bedford refused this offer, and just
at that moment there appeared at the court of the Dauphin
a young girl of seventeen who was to have a magical effect
upon the campaign.
Her name was Joan. Her family, by name Arc, were fanners
upon the upper Meuse at Domremy, in territory just outside
the Duke of Burgundy's possessions, and in a district which
acknowledged the rule of the Dauphin. She claimed that she
had heard heavenly voices urging her to go to seek the Dauphin
at his court, and have him crowned King at Rheims, because
Rheims was the place where the Kings of France were always
crowned, and only after their coronation in the cathedral there
was their authority fully recognized.
With great difficulty she persuaded the local governor of the
district where she had been born to support her doubtfully,
and he had sent her across country to the Dauphin's court.
With further difficulty did she impose herself upon the sur-
roundings of the Dauphin, but what really turned the scale in
her favour was the feeling which began to spread among the
Dauphin's armed forces that she had a supernatural mission.
She was allowed to appear with the army, and her advice was
taken when she asked to be allowed to relieve the siege of Orleans.
This supernatural enthusiasm which Joan had begun to
inspire in the forces of the Valois gave rise to a corresponding
supernatural dread in the forces of the Plantagenet: she broke
the siege ring, and entered Orleans on May 8, 1429.
The siege of Orleans was at an end, but Suffolk tried to
hold on to the line of the river Loire, but failed, under the new
enthusiasm which Joan of Arc inspired in the Dauphin's troops.
The strong posts along the river were captured, and Suffolk
himself was taken prisoner.
He was succeeded in the command by Talbot, a very great
soldier, a man from the Welsh Marches, eagle-faced, tail, spare,
and already in middle age—destined to be the most famous
commander of all these wars. On June 18 Joan of Arc, having
now recovered the whole line of the Loire, won a battle, at
Patay, well to the north of the river, but the Plantagenet hold
on Northern France was not yet shaken, and the towns between
the Loire and Rheims. were still in allegiance to the child-King
at Paris. Nevertheless Joan of Arc led the Dauphin through
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